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missed rollcall votes 12-18. For the record,
had | been present on January 9th, | would
have voted: rollcall vote 12—*yea”; rollcall
vote 13—"no”; rollcall vote 14—"yea”; and
rollcall vote 15—"yea.”

Further, had | been present on January
10th, | would have voted: rollcall vote 16—
“no”; rollcall vote 17—"no”; and rollcall vote
18—"yea.”

| support an increase in the minimum wage.
The last time the minimum wage was in-
creased was ten years ago and workers de-
serve to have the minimum wage increased to
$7.25.

| am pleased the House of Representatives
passed the initial version of H.R. 2 and look
forward to voting on its final passage in the
coming weeks.

——

RECOGNIZING DAVID LEININGER
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOUR
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize David Leininger, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 495, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

David has been very active with his troop,
participating in many Scout activities. Over the
many years David has been involved with
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending David Leininger for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. | am hon-
ored to represent David in the United States
House of Representatives.

———

MOURNING THE PASSING OF
PRESIDENT GERALD RUDOLPH
FORD

SPEECH OF

HON. RALPH REGULA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. REGULA. Madam Speaker, | would like
to comment on the life and legacy of President
Gerald Ford.

| served with him in the House of Rep-
resentatives and had the pleasure of working
with him when he served both as Vice Presi-
dent and President of the United States. | will
always think fondly on President Ford as a
humble, genuine President and good friend.

The people of Ohio will always be extremely
grateful for his leadership in creating Ohio’s
Cuyahoga National Park, one of the most vis-
ited in the 388 National Parks and other sites
administered by the National Park Service.

President Ford’s leadership and service to
the Nation is well described in the title of his
book “A Time to Heal.”
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His wife Betty in her role as First Lady also
was a wonderful role model for millions of
American women, particularly her devotion to
helping people in establishing the Betty Ford
Clinic to help individuals with challenging per-
sonal problems.

Our Nation was enormously enriched by the
leadership of President Ford and his wife
Betty.

| would like to extend my sincere condo-
lences to the Ford family. | pray that you are
comforted by the kind words and admiration
the country has shown for President Ford.

————

EXTENDING CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE RETIRING DIRECTOR OF
THE JOHN F. KENNEDY SPACE
CENTER, JAMES W. KENNEDY

HON. DAVE WELDON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam Speaker, |
rise to extend congratulations to the retiring
Director of the John F. Kennedy Space Cen-
ter, James W. Kennedy, for his vast contribu-
tions to our Nation’s space program. Jim’s
long and successful career has ensured that
America’s leadership in space exploration will
continue well into the future.

Jim Kennedy was raised in my congres-
sional district, on the Space Coast of Florida.
In fact, he was in the first graduating class at
Cocoa Beach High School. After graduation,
he began his distinguished career with NASA
in 1968 in the Aerospace Engineering Cooper-
ative Education Program at Kennedy Space
Center. He joined Marshall Space Flight Cen-
ter in 1980 as an engineer in the Shuttle
Projects Office, and in 1987, was named man-
ager of the Shuttle Program Planning and
Management Systems Office. Following that,
he served as the manager of the Solid Rocket
Booster Project Office.

Jim served as the Deputy Director of Mar-
shall’'s Science and Engineering Directorate
and was later named Director of the center’s
Engineering Directorate. In 2001, he was se-
lected to serve as Deputy Director of the Mar-
shall Space Flight Center, and just two years
later, he returned to Florida and was named
the Deputy Director of the Kennedy Space
Center. In 2003, he became the eighth Direc-
tor of the Kennedy Space Center.

Jim has received numerous awards during
his illustrious career in our Nation’s Space
Program, including the National Space Club’s
Astronautics Engineer of the Year Award, the
Marshall Space Flight Center Leadership
Award, the Astronaut's own Silver Snoopy
Award, NASA’s Distinguished Service Medal,
the Presidential Rank Meritorious and Distin-
guished Service Awards, and the NASA Out-
standing Leadership Medal. Most recently, he
received the Dr. Kurt H. Debus Award from
the National Space Club’s Florida Committee.

Jim oversaw the critical job of ensuring a
safe “Return to Flight” of the Shuttle Program
as well as the resumption of International
Space Station construction. | watched with
pride last July 4th as Jim’s team at Kennedy
Space Center performed a successful launch
of Space Shuttle Discovery. This particular
launch was a fitting tribute to Kennedy Space
Center and a wonderful cap to Jim Kennedy’s
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career, as it proved that both our nation’s
Space Shuttle Program and the International
Space Station Program were once again on
firm footing. Jim Kennedy’s leadership, and
the fine professionals at KSC, gave our coun-
try renewed confidence that the goals of our
Space Program would be realized. Because of
the leadership and hard work of Jim Kennedy,
America’s premier space launch center proved
that it is up to the task. Jim Kennedy’s leader-
ship has helped ensure our Space Program is
on track for completion of the remaining Shut-
tle missions and continue the Manned Space
Program which will include the return of Amer-
icans to the surface of the Moon, then Mars
and beyond.

| should also mention that, as with most
successful leaders, Jim Kennedy was sup-
ported in his NASA career by a devoted family
that includes his wife, Bernadette, as well as
his two grown children, Jeff and Jamie. |
would like to extend our country’s appreciation
for the sacrifices they made during Jim’s years
with our Nation’s space program.

Much of Jim Kennedy’s career was devoted
to launching mankind’s most sophisticated and
complex inventions. The Space Shuttles are
truly the jewels of American technological
prowess. Each successful launch overseen by
Jim Kennedy lifted the spirits of all Americans
and underlined our identity as the world’s
leading space faring Nation. As a representa-
tive from the Space Coast, | share deeply in
this sense of pride in the promise of Kennedy
Space Center and NASA and in Jim Ken-
nedy’s devoted service to our Nation.

IN HONOR OF JACK KAKIS
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Jack Kakis, a war hero
who immigrated to the United States from his
native Greece and created his American
Dream.

Jack was born in Thessalonica in Greece in
1920. When his country was occupied by
ltalian and German troops during World War
Il, he served with the U.S. Office of Strategic
Services, a precursor to the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. Trained by British com-
mandos in guerrilla operations, he was com-
missioned as an officer and led his men on
horseback through Greece harassing the oc-
cupying armies. He received the Medal for
Bravery Under Duress from his government,
the National Medal of Greek Resistance, and
was inducted into the Military Order of the
World Wars.

After the war, he studied agriculture in
Greece, working in that field until he was re-
called to active duty because of the Greek
Civil War, during which he attained the rank of
major. In 1951, following that conflict he and
his wife, Mirka, immigrated to the United
States.

Jack arrived in this country with no English
skills. He drove a flower delivery truck in New
York City while attending night school. Eventu-
ally he earned a master's degree in horti-
culture from the University of Connecticut, also
mastering English, French, Spanish, Por-
tuguese, ltalian, and German. He arrived in
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Monterey County, California to work for Basic
American Foods Company, where his lan-
guage skills took him all over the world. On
leaving Basic he set up his own business,
Monterey Agricultural Products, which special-
ized in garlic. Jack was given the title “Garlic
King” by the agricultural industry because of
his expertise with that crop, and he was the
first president of the Order of the Stinking
Rose, an association of garlic growers and
processors.

Jack continued to be active in agriculture
even in retirement. He worked with Volunteers
in Overseas Cooperative Assistance, helping
Central American Indians become more self-
sufficient by growing and selling crops. One of
his favorite charities was the American Farm
School at the Thessalonica Agricultural and In-
dustrial Institute in Greece, which has pro-
vided free education to Greek children since
1904, and where he was a trustee.

Madam Speaker, | honor the life of Jack
Kakis, a man who worked hard and diligently
to make a place for himself and his family in
his adopted country, but who never forgot his
homeland and worked for the betterment of
people in need all over the world.

TRIBUTE TO ELISE FIGUEROA

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the accomplishments of
one of my constituents, Elise Figueroa, a
teacher at P.S. 44 in Bronx, New York. | wish
to recognize Ms. Figueroa for being named a
National Board Certified Teacher by the Na-
tional Board for Professional Teaching Stand-
ards. This program was created in 1987 in
order to honor teachers who meet high stand-
ards of excellence and professionalism. This
award also aims to identify and integrate high-
ly competent and certified teachers into cur-
rent educational reform efforts.

We must recognize that education is critical
to building a society founded upon respect
and acceptance and credit our teachers with
producing our responsible leaders and citi-
zens. They deserve to be honored for their
commitment and contributions to this crucial
foundation which touches the lives of all our
children.

Madam Speaker, | join to wish Ms. Figueroa
best wishes and good fortune in her future
projects.

GRANTING MILLIONS HOPE
HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. MEEHAN. Madam Speaker, in the
United States this year alone we will see more
than 500,000 people die from cancer, 200,000
people die from diabetes, 75,000 people go
blind and 50,000 people will be added to the
scores who already suffer from Parkinson’s or
Alzheimer’s.

These are 825,000 reasons why my col-
leagues must vote today in support of Stem
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Cell research. As one researcher at Harvard
Medical School wrote in the New England
Journal of Medicine: “the science of human
embryonic stem cells is in its infancy.” Re-
stricting stem cell research now, he said:
“threaten[s] to starve the field at a critical
stage.” But that’s exactly what President Bush
has done.

In August 2001, the President ruled that fed-
eral funding couldn’t be used to research new
stem cell lines. In effect, he gave our sci-
entists—the best in the world—only 19 stem
cell lines, many of which were contaminated
and unusable.

Today we can right this terrible wrong. With
more stem cells available, our scientific com-
munity will have a better chance of making in-
credible discoveries—like curing cancer and
diabetes, and saving kidneys and livers. Some
opponents of this bill argue that there is no
need for embryonic stem cell research. This is
a false choice. We don’t have to stop embry-
onic stem cell research and only focus on
amniotic stem cells, or adult stem cells, or
cord blood stem cells.

We can, we should, and we must research
all areas of stem cells—because anyone area
could produce the miracle cure. This bill is as
ethical as it is common sense. There are mil-
lions of reasons to say yes, and no good rea-
son to say no.

————————

TRIBUTE TO THE MIDWAY HIGH
SCHOOL’S 1937 BASKETBALL
TEAM ON THE 70TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THEIR STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP

HON. BEN CHANDLER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. CHANDLER. Madam Speaker, today |
would like to commemorate the 70th anniver-
sary of Midway High School’s 1937 Kentucky
state basketball championship. Under the
guidance and leadership of Coach G.L.
“Bobby” Burns, the Midway Blue Jays re-
invented the game of basketball for years to
come. The Blue Jays rejuvenated Kentucky
basketball and made it a truly exciting spec-
tator sport with their up tempo “run and gun”

style of play.
Coach Burns and his squad of: Jack Penn,
Emest Jefferson, Armon Portwood, Carl

Thomas, Raymond and Harold Sanderson,
James Murphy, Sherman and Quentin Colum-
bia, and Karl Jefferson used their natural abili-
ties and athleticism to play against their taller
competition. They averaged only 58", the
smallest team to ever win the state tour-
nament. Yet they persevered, as Coach Burns
believed that natural instincts and physical
stamina, combined with fundamental basket-
ball, were keys to success. Coach Burns was
right.

To celebrate this historic occasion, on Janu-
ary 12, 2007, the Woodford County Yellow
Jackets will honor the “Boys of '37” by dress-
ing in the blue and white uniforms of Midway
High School during their regular season game
against Madison Central High. Additionally,
during the halftime ceremony, a giant banner
will be raised and installed in the Woodford
County Gym to honor the Midway Blue Jays’
tournament win. In March, the members of the
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'37 squad will be honored in a ceremony at
the halftime of the 2007 state championship
game.

Madam Speaker, it is with great honor to
have this momentous occasion celebrated in
my home district. The “Boys of '37” truly rep-
resent Kentucky’s passion and dedication to
the game of basketball. This group of individ-
uals will always be remembered as Kentucky’s
finest and we will continue to celebrate their
accomplishments for years to come.

———

IN HONOR OF JOYCE SMITH
STEVENS

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 11, 2007

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of my district’'s most colorful char-
acters, Joyce Smith Stevens. Joyce is known
for her outspoken devotion to local environ-
mental issues, and for her wonderful sense of
humor.

Joyce was born in Seattle, WA, in 1927.
She graduated from the University of Wash-
ington in 1954 with a degree in architecture.
Encountering gender discrimination in this
“man’s field,” and looking at the experiences
of female civilians working for the government,
she decided that she would be happier in that
environment. As a single mother, she moved
to Carmel, CA, in 1962 and took a job as Post
Engineer at Fort Ord, working there until her
retirement more than 20 years later.

One of Joyce’s proudest achievements was
designing the Post Chapel at Fort Hunter
Liggett. It is located near the Hacienda, which
was designed by another female California ar-
chitect, Julia Morgan. She also convinced,
pestered, actually, the Army into protecting
some rare native plant habitat at Fort Ord. Be-
cause of her persistence she had the satisfac-
tion of seeing Fort Ord receive ecology
awards.

Joyce’s commitment to the community is un-
paralleled. She appointed herself full-time ac-
tivist to save everything we all love about the
Monterey Peninsula. As chair of the Ventana
Chapter of the Sierra Club, she was devoted
to protecting our local natural setting. She
served on the Board of Trustees of Big Sur
Land Trust, which is dedicated to preserving
the wild lands of Big Sur. Joyce joined Pine
Watch to educate people about the signifi-
cance of our native Monterey Pine Forest, with
the goal of creating a Monterey Pine State
Park.

For over 20 years Joyce served on the Car-
mel Area Wastewater District. She became
known as the “Sewer Queen” for her work to
save the Carmel River by encouraging the in-
creased use of treated wastewater and thus
reduce pumping from the river. She formed
the Dunes Coalition to save the Monterey Bay
shores from development. Eventually this con-
cept grew into the Monterey Bay State Shore.
She also created the Hatton Canyon Coalition
to preserve the scenic beauty of Carmel and
the canyon.

Joyce was very active in the local chapter of
the American Institute of Architects and was
one of the founders of AlA’s Carmel Sand
Castle Contest—a great Carmel tradition. It is
generally suspected that she volunteered to
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